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Massachusetts Policies

Multiple Legislative Efforts. Massachusetts recently passed 5 new 
laws to help make the Commonwealth a leader in promoting clean 
energy and creating green-collar jobs.

Green Communities Act. Massachusetts is remaking the electricity 
marketplace to favor efficiency over additional power generation as 
well as to support the use of clean energy. 

Green Jobs Act. This bill led to the creation of the Clean Energy 
Center to grow the green economy in Massachusetts.

Global Warming Solutions Act. Massachusetts is a leader in climate 
protection by requiring the reduction of greenhouse gas emissions by 
80% from 1990 levels by 2050.
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Presentation Notes
As I mentioned in the beginning, Clean Energy Choice programs are only part of the equation in Massachusetts.  The Patrick Administration and the Legislature have focused on laying a strong policy framework for the clean energy sector with the passage of five landmark pieces of legislation that have made Massachusetts a national leader in clean energy innovation and addressing the challenge of global climate change: 



The most significant piece of legislation was the Green Communities Act, a comprehensive reform of the state’s energy marketplace that:

promotes a dramatic expansion in energy efficiency 

Creates a new Green Communities Program that encourages and helps municipalities go green through energy efficiency investments and renewable energy developments

supports the development of renewable energy resources through an expansion of the RPS minimum standards and classes 

removes barriers to renewable energy installations 

stimulates technology innovation,

 and helps consumers reduce electric bills.  







MA Policy Framework
 Success Stories



An Act Relative to Green Jobs
 Chapter 307 of the Acts of 2008

Established the Massachusetts Clean Energy Center (CEC) to serve

 

as the 
state's lead agency to promote and develop the clean energy sector.

CEC Funding:
-- Alternative and Clean Energy Investment Trust Fund
-- Renewable Energy Trust

The CEC will support venture creation, company development and workforce 
development in an industry of the future by:

Making direct investments in new and existing companies;

Promoting training programs to build a strong clean energy workforce that 
capitalizes on the job opportunities created by a new industry.



Massachusetts Business 
Development Programs
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 MOBD

 MDFA

 CEC/MRET

Direct investment in clean energy companies

Commonwealth Solar – see next slide

Commonwealth Wind is under development and will be launched soon

MTTC

$50K competitive grants for tech transfer across a diverse spectrum of technologies

Workshops geared toward developing new entrepreneurs

Other Incentives

Tax Increment Financing (TIF). Discounts from 5% up to 100% per year on local property taxes in exchange for local site investment.

A 5% investment tax credit (ITC). Tax credits on depreciable property to help offset necessary equipment and investment in your business. 

3% Investment Tax Credit (ITC). Manufacturers that do not participate in the EDIP may claim a 3% ITC. 

Research and Development Tax Credit. In Massachusetts, any costs that would qualify for the Federal R&D tax credit are eligible for a 10% R&D Tax Credit. 

Single Sales Factor for Tax Apportionment. A substantial cost advantage to manufacturers is “single sales factor” tax apportionment, reducing state excise tax. 

Sales and Use Tax Credit. Massachusetts exempts all manufacturing equipment and R&D equipment from sales and use taxes.





Clean Energy Center Role in 
ARRA

Goal:

 Maximize

 investment in 
Massachusetts

Web resources:

www.MassCEC.com

http://www.masscec.com/index.cfm?cdid=10353

http://www.masscec.com/
http://www.masscec.com/index.cfm?cdid=10353


Clean Energy Center Mission

Jobs - Early stage

Jobs - Growth stage

Workforce Development & 
Training

Energy Efficiency & Renewable 
Energy Technologies

Project Finance

US DOE Presence in MA

Marketing

Renewable Energy on State Land

Offshore Wind

Wind Technology Test Center
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